EU-China relations in the post-COVID-19 era:
Towards a multi-faceted China policy
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Abstract

After the outbreak of the COVID-19, due to Chinas official opaque epidemic prevention
policies and the operation of misinformation, the European political atmosphere began
to change its attitude towards China, which has caused a huge impact on the diplomatic

relations between China and EU countries.

After that, the two sides fell into a low ebb in bilateral relations due to disputes over
human rights issues and Huawei 5G wireless network construction. The relationship

between the EU and China, which was originally unwilling to take sides in the US-China
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trade war, has also gradually drifted away, and EU adopted a more skeptical attitude
towards China’s rise and the so-called “China Model”.

In the past, China has strongly defended human rights issues and regarded it as the
bottom line of bilateral relations between Europe and China, but now many European
countries have strongly questioned China’s misconduct. The current EU-Chinarelationship
includes three different aspects of cooperation, competition and confrontation, namely,
partner, competitor and rival. The EU’s multi-faceted China policy seems to be a foregone
conclusion. As for the relationship between the two sides, it involves how the EU and
China view and resolve differences themselves, and how to prevent differences in values

such as human rights from hindering cooperation.

In general, although there are still some disputes and contradictions in the current EU-
China relations, in the long run, strengthening cooperation will still be the mainstream. It not

only involves the global strategic layout of both parties, but also conforms to mutual interests.

Keywords: EU-China Relations, Post-pandemic Era, Normative Power, Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, Systemic Rival

Resumen

Después del brote del COVID-19, debido a las opacas politicas oficiales de prevencion
de epidemias de China y a la operacién de desinformacién, el ambiente politico europeo
comenzd a cambiar su actitud hacia China, lo que ha causado un gran impacto en las
relaciones diplomaticas entre China y los paises de la UE.

Después de eso, las dos partes cayeron en un punto bajo en las relaciones bilaterales
debido a las disputas sobre cuestiones de derechos humanos y la construccién de la red
inalambrica SG de Huawei. La relacién entre la UE y China, que al principio no estaba
dispuesta a tomar partido en la guerra comercial entre Estados Unidos y China, también
se ha ido alejando gradualmente, y la UE adopté una actitud més escéptica hacia el ascenso
de Chinay el llamado “modelo chino”.

En el pasado, China ha defendido con firmeza las cuestiones de derechos humanos
y las ha considerado el ¢je de las relaciones bilaterales entre Europa y China, pero ahora
muchos paises europeos han cuestionado enérgicamente la indebida conducta de China.
La relacién actual entre la UE y China incluye tres aspectos diferentes de cooperacién,
competencia y confrontacidn, a saber, socio, competidor y rival. La politica polifacética de
la UE respecto a China parece ser una conclusién anticipada. En cuanto a la relacién entre
ambas partes, implica la forma en que la UE y China vean y resuelvan las diferencias entre
ellos mismos, y cémo evitar que las diferencias en valores como los derechos humanos
obstaculicen la cooperacion.
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En general, aunque todavia existen algunas disputas y contradicciones en las actuales
relaciones entre la UE y China, a largo plazo, el fortalecimiento de la cooperacién seguird
siendo la principal tendencia. No s6lo implica el diseno estratégico global de ambas partes,
sino que también se ajusta a los intereses mutuos.

Palabras clave: Relaciones UE-China, Era Post-pandémica, Poder Normativo, Asociacion
Estratégica Integral, Rival Sistémico
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United
Kingdom
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of Sweden
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United
States
South
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Canada
Australia

Japan
BRI E : Pew Research Center, 2020.
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Has your view of China changed during the coronavirus crisis?

TOTAL 40
Denmark 33
France I 32
Sweden Il 42
Germany 45 48 |
Portugal 38 T |
Spain 37
Poland a4
Italy 42
Bulgaria 56
m Improved Stayed the same, or don't know  m Worsened

Source: ECFR - ecfreu

BRI IE : Janka Oertel, 2020.
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FJ (systemic rival)7e

7  China is, simultaneously, in different policy areas, a cooperation partner with whom the EU has closely
aligned objectives, a negotiating partner with whom the EU needs to find a balance of interests, an economic
competitor in the pursuit of technological leadership, and a systemic rival promoting alternative models of
governance.
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Willingness to include China in trade agreements In per cent

| Express scepticism about striking free trade agreements of any kind with China and emphasise the
need to expand trade links beyond China to diversify the trade
Don't know

| Support the conclusion of a free frade agreement with China or the country's inclusion in the latter in
an all-encompassing agreement

Czech Republic

Total countries: % Slovenia

27

Hungary

Spain

Question: "Should the EU negotiate additional bilateral free frade agreements or an all-encompassing one in the Indo-
PacificShould these include China?"

ECFR - ecfreu

52 Bx Yk B B L BT 5 e A A
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